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The other day I was at a funeral home for a visitation. The family was 
all gathered in a large room where guests filed in so they could express 
their grief and sympathy. I was standing by the entry door to the room 
watching as people came by. I hardly knew anyone who passed in front 
of me. 

So, as I stood there, one lady gave me a quizzical glance. As she got 
closer, her facial expression changed from one of wonder to recogni-
tion. With every step she took, I began racing through names in my 
head trying to find one that fit her face. I was stumped. She didn’t seem 
familiar at all to me. When she was just a few feet away, the look of 
growing confidence that had started to spread across her face quickly 
evaporated. I could tell that she couldn’t place me either. But, by this 
time, we’d seen each other so much and were now just feet apart, and it 
was going to be rude not to speak. 

She reached out her hand and said, “I believe I know you from some-
where, could you tell me your name?” I took her hand in mine and told 
her my name and that I was the pastor. “Huh,” she said. “You sure look 
like someone I thought I knew. But, I guess you aren’t him.” Trying for a 
bit of levity in this awkward moment, I uttered, “well, I get mistaken for 
Brad Pitt all the time.” With that, a smile spread across my face.

Mistaken Identity
There was no smile on her face. Instead, with a serious and contem-

plative look, she said, “Oh, is he here? I’ve been meaning to say hello 
to him. We haven’t been able to talk on the phone for some time.” I told 
her that I was sure he was there, and if I saw him, I’d direct him her way. 
It was all I could do not to laugh while she was still standing in front of 
me. But after she was a safe distance away, I had a chuckle. 

That poor lady didn’t know who Brad Pitt was. She tried her best to 
cover up the fact she didn’t know who I was, who Brad Pitt was, or even 
the identity of the man she thought both of us to be. Without a doubt, 
she had a case of mistaken identity. 

When you read this, it will nearly be Easter. During His final days on 
Earth, Jesus was mistaken and His identity was called into question. Even 
when His accusers used the right terms and labels, they didn’t know who 
He truly was. And it makes me wonder, if someone looked at you, would 
they have a bit of mistaken identity as to who you truly are? Could some-
one quickly look at you, see your actions, hear your words, know your 
heart and then clearly state that you are a follower of Christ? Easter is 
about being born again. It is a chance for all of us to start anew. While 
some of us might like to get made over again in the image of Brad Pitt, we 
all should want to be more like Jesus this Easter season. 

  ~Thomas Quisenberry

Holy Week 2015
Palm Sunday, March 29, 11:00AM

All children and preschoolers will lead in the Palm Branch Processional across the 
front lawn and into the Sanctuary at the beginning of Worship. Adults and youth are 
invited to line the steps and sidewalk at the front entrance and join the processional as 
the children pass. Palms will be provided for everyone.

Lenten Concert, Sunday, March 29, 6:00PM
Like Rivers in the Dessert: Acoustic Reflections on the Passion, held in the Chapel, 

is a service of scripture, music and meditation.

Holy Week Service, Thursday, April 2, 6:00PM
Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken, our Holy Week Service, is in the Sanctuary. 

During this service we share again in Christ’s last supper and, through a service of shad-
ows, recount His final words on the cross, leading us towards our Easter Celebration. 
Childcare is available for children birth through 2nd grade. 

Easter Celebration, Sunday, April 5, 11:00AM
Please bring fresh, cut flowers to cover our Flowering Cross. Also, bring a bell to ring 

with joy during the “alleluias” of Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!  As part of our Wor-
ship, you are invited to join the choir in singing “Hallelujah” from Messiah. Music will 
be available and the order of worship will indicate when to move to the Chancel steps.



Why Do Children Belong
in “Big Church”?

The scene is all too familiar. You are sitting in the worship 
service and there is a family with a young elementary-age 
child sitting in front of you. They squirm around unable to 
sit still for longer than a minute. They lie down on the floor 
between the pews and color in the children’s bulletin. A 
rogue marker or crayon rolls away under the pew from the 
child only to be stopped unexpectedly by your foot, so you 

reach down, pick it up and hand it back to one of the parents as they whisper back to you, 
“Thank you. Sorry.” 

When the service is over, after witnessing the constant movement of the child, you begin 
to ask yourself a few questions. If children aren’t paying attention in church, are they really 
getting anything out of it? And if they aren’t getting anything out of it, shouldn’t they be 
somewhere during worship so they can learn something? These are legitimate questions 
that I’m sure we all have had at some point in time. Children’s ministers and churches have 
many philosophies about this issue and how it should be addressed. I definitely feel a cer-
tain way about a child’s place in worship, thankfully which is shared by our staff. 

As adults, one of the things we have to remember is that children take in information 
differently than we do. Children are trying to make sense of the young world they are en-
countering every day. They gain an understanding of the rules of life and social interaction 
through play. But they also gather this information and learn by their heightened aware-
ness of observation. Children act out what they see and perceive this action as normative. 

In a blog posting, Christina Embree, Family Minister at Nicholasville United Methodist 
Church, tackled the question of do children “get” anything out of church (or worship). One 
of the main points on which I agreed with her was that children “…go to church because 
they follow you to church; they are your disciples and they are learning what being a Chris-
tian looks like by watching and emulating you.” (Emphasis mine.) All of the things we 
do in worship on a regular basis and how we do them is our liturgy – types of prayers, the 
reading of scripture and responses to them, the taking up and giving of offerings and such. 
When we do these things in worship, children see their parents doing it and children will 
begin to slowly follow their example. Children will also begin to ask questions as to why 
certain things are done and what certain things mean. Parents…they are watching you.

However, other adults are not off the hook. You may not have a child sitting with you in 
worship but there are children sitting around you. Children are sitting all throughout the 
worship area. They are watching you too and observing how you participate in worship. 
When we stand to sing a hymn what are you doing? You may be standing but do you have a 
hymnal open? Are you even singing? When we respond to the reading of scripture do you 
say anything? When scripture is read, do you make any attempt to find the passage and 
follow along? Do you give an offering? We are all in this together as a faith family in helping 
children understand how to worship.

Yes, children are getting something out of worship even if it seems like they are not. Get 
to know the families and the children that sit around you in worship. Learn the children’s 
names and talk to them directly week after week. These acts help children know that they 
are welcome and wanted in worship. This helps them to understand that this is a place 
where they belong. This helps them to know that this is a church that welcomes people of 
all ages.

Children need to be in worship. This is their church. They do not need to be ushered 
out as a group in the middle of the service to go to children’s church. I believe that this 
communicates to children that part of the service is not for them. There does not need to 
be a separate children’s worship (or for that matter, youth worship). This tells youth and 
children that the only way they can worship is by doing it their way and it can only be 
done with people of their age group. You see, worship is the only thing we, as First Baptist 
Church, do on a regular basis that includes the whole congregation. All ages come together 
to praise God and learn from Scripture. This is what the Kingdom of God looks like. This is 
what heaven looks like. All ages together in one place worshipping God. Children belong in 
worship because Christ called the children to him. Christ desires for us to have a child-like 
faith. We parents, grandparents, adults and teenagers have a responsibility to be an exam-
ple of Christ to the children in our care at First Baptist. What do you do during worship? 
Would you want children to emulate what you do?  ~Michael Sepulveda

Saturday, April 4
10:00AM-12:00Noon

Fellowship Hall
Come experience the stories of the Bible that 

lead us to Easter!  Preschool & elementary-age 
children will inter-act in special ways that will teach 
them what Jesus Christ experienced before He rose 
from the dead on Easter morning!  Don’t forget to 
bring your basket for the Easter egg hunt!  Invite a 
friend!!  We will have goodies and fun for everyone!

You are invited to participate in Tennessee Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship’s annual gathering 
on Saturday, April 11, at Central Baptist Church 
of Fountain City in Knoxville. The theme for this 
General Assembly is Imagine Jesus’ Kingdom 
Together, and our keynote speaker is Steven Por-
ter, CBF’s new Coordinator of Global Missions. 
Steven will give the thematic address, lead an in-
formal breakout group, and preach during closing 
worship. This is a great opportunity to learn about 
the greater mission enterprise of the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship.

We kick off our gathering on Saturday at 9:00AM 
with worship led by the praise team from the host 
church. Participants can choose timely breakout 
sessions led by gifted leaders from across the Fel-
lowship including CBF staff. We have planned a 
meaningful hands-on mission project—packing 
20,000 meals for the hungry in East Tennessee.

Closing worship features a combined choir and 
Holy Communion. Creative learning experiences 
are planned for children, and childcare is avail-
able for preschoolers. Don’t miss this opportuni-
ty to share fellowship and interact with free and 
faithful Baptists from across Tennessee! To read 
more about the General Assembly or to register, 
go to tncbf.org.



Wednesday,  March  25
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  &  Youth  Choirs  Rehearsal   7:15PM
Thursday,  March  26
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Saturday,  March  28
Dogwood  Workday 9:00AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Palm  Sunday,  March  29
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Dogwoood  CommiVee  MeeWng 12:15PM
Lenten  Study  Series 4:30PM
Lenten  Concert 6:00PM
Monday,  March  30
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Wednesday,  April  1
Holy  Week  -‐  No  Evening  AcWviWes
Thursday,  April  2
Holy  Week  Service 6:00PM
Saturday,  April  4
Hunt  For  Easter 10:00AM
Easter  Sunday,  April  5
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Easter  Monday,  April  6
Church  Office  Closed
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  April  7
First  Tuesday  Book  Group   6:00PM
Wednesday,  April  8
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  &  Grounds  Cmte 7:15PM

On the Calendar
March/April 2015

Dogwood Workday, Saturday, 
March 28, beginning at 9:00AM
Contact Bobby Colvin for more 

information: 423.624.3636

First Friends Luncheon
Thursday, April 9, 11:30AM, Fellowship Hall

Menu: Ham, Asparagus, Potato Casserole, 
Deviled Eggs and Lemon Pound Cake ($6)

Program: Nannette & Joel Avery share 
about their recent trip to the Holy Land

First Friends
Spring Day Trip

Thursday, April 23, 2015
Huntsville, AL

Morning at US Space & Rocket Center
Lunch at Blue Plate Cafe

Afternoon at Huntsville Botanical Garden

9:00AM – leave FBC
6:30PM – arrive FBC

Cost:  $45
Deadline:  April 9

Contact Jeff or Frances for more info

First Tuesday Book 
Group will meet on 
Tuesday, April 7, at 

6:00PM in the Conference Room. The group 
will discuss Barbara Brown Taylor’s Learning 
to Walk in the Dark, a book about how to find 
spirituality in our dark times when we don’t 
have answers. Within darkness, we can feel the 
presence of God guiding us, through things we 
cannot see, allowing us to experience growth. 

While this is a discussion group, feel free 
to come participate even if you’ve not been 
able to complete the book. Everyone is wel-
come and each viewpoint appreciated. A light 
supper will be served. Contact Frances Ma-
randi with any questions: 423.648.2543 or 
frances@fbcchattanooga.org.

First Tuesday
Book Group

to Meet

Upcoming
Mission Events
MISSION OFFERINGS CONTINUE - The 

Lenten season is a time to give to special 
missions offerings that provide funds for 
field personnel and programs in other plac-
es. Special offering envelopes are provided in 
members’ packets or are available around the 
church.

The Global Missions Offering of the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) funds work 
in more than 30 countries around the world. 
Since the gospel is taken to some of the poor-
est and most neglected peoples, physical 
needs ought to be met also. The focus this 
year is trying to alleviate hunger in the places 
CBF’s field personnel serve. Just as Jesus fed 
the 5,000, we are called to help provide food 
for others in far flung places.

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions through the South-
ern Baptist Convention was named after 
Annie Armstrong, a dedicated Women’s Mis-
sionary Union leader who saw the need to 
provide more resources for missionaries is 
North America. Among missionaries who are 
recipients of those funds are Daniel and Lin-
da Yang, who are church planters in Toron-
to, Canada. Daniel was a software engineer 
in Detroit who felt called to plant a church 
among ethnics. He and his wife began Trin-
ity Life Church in Toronto in 2008 and they 
are reaching young adults with no religious 
background.

Our heating/cooling
system will be switched 

from winter mode to
summer mode

on April 2.
You may wish to have

a sweater with
you beginning

Sunday, April 5,
if the weather
is cool outside.

In observance of
Holy Week, we will not have

any evening activities on
Wednesday, April 1.

The church office will be
closed on Easter Monday,

April 6.
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  2/22/2015     ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/1/2015  
216   Worship         228   Worship  
   12   Worship  Care             14   Worship  Care  
228   WORSHIP  TOTAL      242   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
242   Sunday  School        240   Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  2/22/15   $  15,048.00  
Other  receipts  on  2/22/15   365.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  2/22/15   $  15,413.00  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/1/15   $  17,796.50  
Other  receipts  on  3/1/15   965.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/1/15   $  18,761.50  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

Mar.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $458,548.15  
Mar.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $467,215.16  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($        8,667.01)  
   As  of  3/5/15  

Dogwood Workday


